
GUEST SPEAKER 

Dr. Laurence J. Ruggiero -  The Charles Hosmer 
Morse Museum of American Art is noteworthy for its extensive 
collection of the work of Louis Comfort Tiffany. The collection includes 
the legendary chapel interior Tiffany exhibited to great acclaim at the 
1893 Chicago world’s fair known as the World’s Columbian Exposition 
and virtually all that remains of the contents of Tiffany’s famous 
country estate on Long Island, Laurelton Hall.  
 
These and other objects by Tiffany and his Tiffany Studios in the Morse 
collection present a unique opportunity to see and appreciate Tiffany’s 
lifelong dedication to beauty and the role he believed color played in 
his quest. 
 
In his lecture, Dr. Ruggiero will present some of Tiffany’s best 
creations, discussing the artist’s choice of vibrant colors in general and 
also in the context of late 19th- and early 20th-century ideas about color 
and light. These ideas have borne the test of time, retaining the power 
to contribute to our lives today and always . 
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Dr. Laurence J. Ruggiero is director of The Charles Hosmer Morse Museum of American Art in Winter Park, Florida, 
which houses the most comprehensive collection of the works of Louis Comfort Tiffany in the world. Under Dr. 
Ruggiero’s direction, the Morse recently completed a 12,000-square-foot new wing that provides permanent 
exhibition space for the Museum’s collection of objects and architectural elements from Tiffany’s Long Island home, 
Laurelton Hall. In 1999, he directed the extensive conservation and installation project: Tiffany’s 1893 chapel interior 
designed for the World’s Columbian Exposition.   
  
Before he joined the Morse in 1992, Dr. Ruggiero was director of The John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art in 
Sarasota, Florida, executive director of the Oakland Museum Association in California and assistant to the president 
of The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. 
  
He holds M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in the History of Art from the University of Pennsylvania and an M.B.A. 
 in Finance and Accounting from Boston University.  
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