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GUEST SPEAKER 

Gartel has traveled the world exhibiting and projecting his work in Australia, Spain, Germany, Italy, as well as going to India to 
create a Bollywood Music/Video for Universal Entertainment. He has been commissioned to produce artwork on Britney Spears, 
Justin Timberlake, Red Hot Chili Peppers, as well as for corporations such as Coca Cola, Philip Morris, Walt Disney, National 
Basketball Association, Gibson Guitars, Bang & Olufsen, and known to most for his ABSOLUT GARTEL ad for Absolut Vodka.  
 
Gartel delivered the keynote speech at the National Art Education Association (NAEA) in San Diego, Spring 2014 and received the 
Globus Award in Japan 2014. (His third Lifetime Achievement Award.) Gartel is the Official Artist of the 57th Annual Grammy 
Awards, Los Angeles 2015. He most recently was the Artist of the NASA MMS Mission, Kennedy Space Center, Florida, 2015.   
  
His concentration the last several years has been on Art Cars, the first commission being the  
TESLA Electric Art Roadster during Art Basel Miami Beach in 2010. He was the “FEATURE” of the 113th  
New York International Auto Show with his own 30,000 square foot Pavilion in 2013. Mercedes Benz  
commissioned Gartel to create a very special Art Car to celebrate their “13th Million Friend on Facebook.  
Gartel unveiled a $200,000 Renntech Mercedes SL65 V-12 Art Car at Fisher Island Club during Art Basel  
Miami, December 2014 now an Award Winning “Best of Class” at Amelia Island 2015.  
Artist Website: www.gartelart.com 
Email: gartel@aol.com  

*GARTEL Official Artist of the 57th Annual Grammy Awards 
2015. 
 
Laurence GARTEL has been known to the world as the “father” 
of Digital Art for nearly 40-years.  His career started side by 
side with video guru Nam June Paik at Media Study/Buffalo in 
upstate New York.   He taught Andy Warhol how to use the 
Amiga Computer in order to produce the album cover for 
Debbie Harry (Blondie).   Growing up in New York City during 
the Punk Rock era, he was friends with Stiv Bators, Sid Vicious, 
Joey Ramone, Wendy O. Williams, and exhibited his work with 
Robert Mapplethorpe.  
 
Creating Digital Art before the birth of the personal computer,  
Gartel’s work has been exhibited in the Museum of Modern 
Art, Long Beach Museum of Art, Princeton Art Museum, 
Norton Museum of Art as well as included in the permanent 
collections of the Smithsonian Institution’s Museum of 
American History, Bibliotheque Nationale Paris and Victoria 
and Albert (V&A) Museum, London. 

Laurence Gartel 

http://www.gartelart.com/
mailto:gartel@aol.com
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Jen Guerin – jg color studios - 1843 5th Avenue, San Diego CA 92101 
jen@jgcolor.com         
619.255.7676 
www.jgcolor.com 
 
Color consultant                 Interior Designer                        Artistic Wall Expert 
 
Jennifer Guerin spearheaded Ox and Olive Painting Co., an artistic wall finishes corporation in San Diego in 2002 at the age of 
23.  After completing her accreditation with the IACC-NA to obtain her degree  in color theory for humans in environmental 
space same year, JG Color Studios was born.  The studio  has offered full service color consulting and interior design that is 
known for its creative use of hues  in architectural interior/exterior palettes as well as residential and commercial interior 
green design. 
 
For almost two decades, Jen’s companies have worked for high profile clients along the West Coast including Mexico at the 
well-known Rancho La Puerta Spa and as part of the head development team with USG in Chicago to create new wall finish 
products. 
 
When she’s not designing she is lecturing on color or is hands-on, happily covering her shoes with chromatic  
paint and clay on a project.  You can see Jennifer’s work on HGTV’s Showhouse Showdown  or Design Star  
and look for her retail home line to be released in fall 2015. 

mailto:jen@jgcolor.com
http://www.jgcolor.com/
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Alicia D Keshishian, is an award-
winning designer with more than 30 years of 
professional experience as an art director, 
graphic designer, surface designer, illustrator, 
and color consultant. Though she works with 
clients world wide she has been based in New 
York City, San Francisco Bay Area, and Asheville, 
NC. She holds a BFA in Design/Illustration from 
the CCAC and was an artist-in-residence at The 
Penland School of Crafts in North Carolina. She 
currently produces a line of custom, handmade-
to-order carpets and is a popular speaker, 
lecturer and presenter on design and color. 
Alicia has owned and operated her own textile 
business as well as designed for various 
industries and corporations (Clients have 
included: Papyrus, Bloomingdale’s, CBS 
Publications, New York Magazine, Parenting 
Magazine, Health/Hippocrates Magazine, 
Working Woman Magazine, Premiere Magazine, 
Image Magazine, YM Magazine, RCA Records, 
American Craft Council).  

Alicia’s true loves have always been color and texture. She comes from a long line of accomplished 
artists and her emergence as a rug maker is thanks to family: her Armenian-born grandfather was a 
renowned Oriental rug authority; her uncles continued in his footsteps and were major collectors 
of international textiles and the company he founded decades ago is managed to this day by her 
cousin in the Washington, D.C. area. Carpets and color have been part of Alicia’s life as long as she 
can remember: the smell of the wool, the touch of the fibers, the variety of patterns all are in her 
DNA.  
 
Alicia has studied with Leatrice Eiseman, executive director of the Pantone Color Institute, 
attended an intensive Color Science course at RIT, as well as a color course with NCS in Sweden. 
She continues to increase her knowledge of color through her association with the Color Marketing 
Group. 
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Sphere Trending  
 
Sphere Trending studies the present, learns from the past and applies its expertise to connect the 
dots to create relevant strategies that will meet future consumer needs. Sphere is a  trend 
consulting firm, specializing in macro, engagement and design insights.  They begin at the 
beginning, connecting the big picture consumer and lifestyle trends to emerging design and 
product innovations for creative and successful strategic plans.   
 
Sphere Trending are in their 15th year of business, working with a wide variety of companies, 
from manufacturers to retailers to service providers; covering both residential and commercial 
environments.  Their unique approach includes generational understanding as well as societal 
shifts driving marketing and design innovation in the 21st century. 
 
www.spheretrending.com 
Twitter.com/spheretrending 
 

http://www.spheretrending.com/
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They embrace the realities of the environment and our connection/separation to it over the 
subjugation of it, all the while focusing on developing a singular architecture rooted in its 
context.  Active projects include work on the Big Island of Hawaii and Maui, as well as 
several along the cost of California – from Sea Ranch to San Francisco to Big Sur. 
 
He received his architecture degree from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo.  While there, he was 
awarded a scholarship for international study and spent his thesis year in Florence, Italy, 
studying with Cristiano Toraldo di Francia, formerly of SUPERSTUDIO.  He has been a guest 
lecturer at the University of Hawaii, University of California at Berkeley, Cal Poly and at 
many conferences including the Monterey Design Conference.  His work has been awarded 
recognition by the American Institute of Architects and published widely in books and 
periodicals.  In 2009 he was  selected as an “Emerging Talent” by the AIA California Council.  
His office was chosen top firm in 2013 Residential Architect Magazine leadership awards. 
 
Firm Statement 
Taking the classic modernist tradition as a starting point, the work of Craig Steely 
Architecture is knows for its crisp lines of clarity of vision.  Our focus is  
working with clients who share our enthusiasm for engaging the design  
process as a truly creative endeavor, exploring unique sites, and developing  
a singular architecture rooted to its context.   
 
 

Craig Steely 
Craig Steely is principal of 
Craig Steely Architecture.  
With studios in Hawaii and 
San Francisco his buildings 
have been described as true 
and unique hybrids of these 
two environments.  His work 
explores the boundaries of 
integration as well as 
emancipation from nature.   
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Fran Sude wakes up every morning thankful for 
everything good in her life.  She has loved her work from day 
one.  “Frankly,” she says, “it doesn’t feel like a job, but more like 
a passion.” 
 
Fran was born and raised in New York, which has benefited her 
greatly in terms of her sense of style and love of both the 
apparel and home markets.  Seeking opportunities that were 
more open to her talents, Fran left New York and moved to Los 
Angeles.  Of course, the weather and a less constricting working 
environment were key in her decision to move! 
 
Her history includes working for some of the top manufacturers 
in Los Angeles in the junior, contemporary and missy 
markets.  Fran worked her way up to the head of sales and 
merchandising for the top dress house in the Late 1970s.  She 
was the junior buyer for Frederick Atkins buying office, which 
gave her a keen sense of the importance price points make in 
the sale of a product.  

Throughout her career the one thing Fran has always loved is the use of color in garments: woven and knit, solid and 
printed.  She opened a 2 piece career dressing business and was responsible for re-coloring prints customized for each 
order.  It was a very successful endeavor!  Feeling that there was more that could be done to inspire designers, Fran took her 
passion for the business of color and founded Design Options, Inc. in 1990. 
 
For over 20 years clients have come to Design Options for color direction best suited for their market, fabrication and 
season.  Whether it’s an upcoming color, style, detail, or fabric, Fran is known for having an excellent eye for the hottest 
trends. Clients come back season after season for one reason: because what she projects, sells at retail! 
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Judith van Vliet born in the Netherlands, started her professional career in 2004 at 
Kawasaki Motors Europe N.V.  She worked in the Product Planning Division of R&D and was 
responsible for market, design & color research for the motorcycle industry. In 2009, she 
followed her passion for Italy and moved to Milan where she initially worked in a contemporary 
art gallery.  In 2012, she started working as a Designer for Clariant ColorWorks Europe/IMEA 
where she is responsible for trend forecasting and reporting for Global and European markets for 
Automobile, Textile & Carpet, Consumer Goods & Packaging.  
 
Van Vliet also provides design and colour consultancy, co-creating workshops on innovation, 
consumer & Lifestyle Insights.  She is creatively responsible for ColorForward, Clariant’s annual 
color direction guide. 
 
Van Vliet is a Trend Panelist at Mix Magazine and serves on CMG’s Executive Committee as VP 
Communications & Public Relations where her in depth knowledge of social media, publicity, 
marketing and research, as well as color directions help maintain CMG at the forefront of global 
color forecasting. 
 
A self-proclaimed “foodie”, Van Vliet speaks 5 languages and loves to trend hunt during her 
travelling, preferably on a motorcycle. 
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